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TEXT: 1. (U) THE GUERRILLAS CONTINUE TO TARGET THE COFFEE V_ 

HARVEST IN THEIR EFFORTS TO^BOT.AGE THE ECONOMY. 

U. <U) ON 2 4 N0V.EN3ER, AN UNDETERMINED NUNBER OF -INSURGENTS 
I ATTACKED CIVTL DEFENSE FOSTS AMP^GUAR D, Ip I TSJ5 UJgD I m A C0F^sf| 

(processing slant in chalckuafa in ^OTA'A tfffBEJW? 

Uw>. DURING THE ATTACK, THEY DESTROYED THE PLANT’S EOlftpM&NT, 

1 __ 

Water tanks, and other nearby facilities, on the 27tk,"MFBehs~of 
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/CALIFORNIA IN USULUTAN DEPARTMENT | | AND DESTROYED ^ per 

[THS/ j^AN AM3R0SI0 COFFEE-PROCESSING PLANT AND AN UNDETERMINED AMOUNT 
OP COFFEE STORED THERE. IN ADDITION, A A DECEMBER SALVADORAN 
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE INDICATED THAT AS A RESULT OF GUERRILLA ACTION, 

.10 PERCENT OF THE HARVEST IN THE EAST HAD BEEN DESTROYED AND THAT 
A MOT HER 20 PERCENT HAD BEEN PARTIALLY DESTROYED, •WHICH LOWERED THE 
PRODUCT'S QUALITY AND PRICE. 

3. COMMENT: THE SALVADORAN ECONOMY COULD BE SEVERELY 

WEAKENED IF ITS COFFEE HARVEST WERE ADVERSLY AFFECTED TP ANY GREAT 
EXTENT. IT IS THE COUNTRY’S MAIN EXPORT COMMODITY. RECENTLY, THE 
SECURITY SITUATION IN THE WESTERN DEPARTMENTS HAS BEEN OF PRIME 
CONCERN TO THE GOVERNMENT, AS RECENT REPORTS HAVE INDICATED AN 
INCREASED GUERRILLA PRESENCE IN THE WEST, WHERE THE MAJORITY OF THE 
NATION'S CROP IS GROWN. IF THE GUERRILLAS ARE SUCCESSFUL IN 
AFFECTING THE .HARVEST GN A BROAD SCALE, IT WOULD SERIOUSLY 
.AGGRAVATE THE GOVERNMENT'S ECONOMIC SITUATION AND BRING ’ FURTHER 
PRESSURE ON THE D.UABTE GOVERNMENT. 
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